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Falkirk Wheel from Falkirk 

High Station (cycle)

Route Summary

This route is recommended for cyclists as it follows the canal tow path, recently resurfaced, from Falkirk High 

Station to the Falkirk Wheel. The surroundings are pleasant with woodland on both sides of the canal at the 

start then open countryside near the Wheel.

Route Overview

Category: Road Cycling

Rating: Unrated

Surface: Smooth

Date Published: 11th June 2015

Difficulty: Easy

Length: 3.730 km / 2.33 mi

Last Modified: 11th June 2015

Description

If arriving at Falkirk High Rail Station from Edinburgh or Glasgow by train with a bicycle aboard, an excellent 

cycle route is available on the canal tow-path that leads directly to the Falkirk Wheel. On Platform 2 (i.e. trains 
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from Edinburgh), walk to the end of the platform where a sign indicates the way to the canal – a distance of 

only 70 metres. This exit leads to a path across a small park and onto the canal side where an excellent, new, 

tarmacadam surfaced path can be used to access the Wheel. The distance of about 2.5 miles brings cyclists 

to a short tunnel that leads to the top of the Wheel. Follow the path down to the right on leaving the tunnel to 

reach the Visitor Centre with bike parking facilities at the front.

Waypoints

Falkirk High Station

(55.99175; -3.79269)

Leave the station by Platform 2 (used by trains for Glasgow).

Station exit

(55.99197; -3.79351)

Take the signed path from the station to the canal
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Canal

(55.99184; -3.79547)

Turn right at this point and follow the good-surfaced canal path for about two miles.

Basin

(55.99589; -3.83849)

At this point the turning basin for boats entering the canal tunnel to the wheel is seen.

Canal tunnel entrance

(55.99633; -3.84111)
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Enter the tunnel that leads through to the top of the Falkirk Wheel

Top of the Wheel

(55.99814; -3.84125)

On leaving the tunnel, bear right and follow the track down to the Falkirk Wheel.

Wheel footpath

(55.99974; -3.84030)
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Turn left and cycle down towards the Visitor Centre. Good views of the Wheel from surrounding area.

Falkirk Wheel entrance

(56.00075; -3.84077)

Th Vistor Centre entrance leads to the Wheel where boat trips can be taken on the Wheel. The site has 

restaurants and various other food outlets.
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